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M
y name is Brian, and my life
was a just an accumulation 
of getting nowhere. That’s

because I’ve had a cocaine addiction 
for roughly 14 years.

I’ve always been employed, but I
had nothing to show for it. My life was
worthless. I finally came to the point of
realizing that it was time to get
my life back together.

I always thought I’d find a
way to fix this problem myself. I
felt I could do it on my own. But
after all these years, I had to
come to grips with that.

I was in the St. Elizabeth’s
Hospital for depression, and I
stayed there a week. They referred
me to the Rescue Mission of
Mahoning Valley, but initially I didn’t 
want to come here. So I walked around
the south side of Youngstown for two 
days before I finally walked through 
these doors.

I had the wrong idea about this
Mission and a lot of other things. I hadn’t

been in a church for 25 years.
Before I got here, I’d never
prayed. But now I pray every
day. I ask God for His guidance
and will – because I found that
my ways just don’t work. I also

read my Bible daily, and just let God come
to me through the Word.

I used to be a loner, but now I know 
I am not alone. The people here at the
Mission really want to help, and I am so
grateful for that – and for the people who
support this Mission.
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A
s we anticipate warmer days ahead, I know

I will not miss the cold, bleak days we

have seen here in our valley. Of course,

there are still a few gray days in our immediate

future, but we know there are better times are

ahead. Without that kind of hope, it would

be very easy to give up during those cold, bleak

times in our lives.

As the days get warmer, it will be nice to get to get back outside,

but it’s important to remember that regardless of the season – 

freezing winter or balmy summer – there are many people who 

never escape the emptiness of a life without hope.

That’s why, here at the Mission – in good weather, and in bad –

we make sure that we share REAL HOPE  that Jesus Christ is our

solid foundation for our lives yesterday, today and tomorrow.

As Easter approaches, we are reminded once

again about that sunrise morning, and His 

everlasting promise that He will never leave us 

or forsake us.

That is the hope we try to give to everyone

who comes through our doors. So please continue

to lift us up in prayer. Pray that God will equip us

to meet the many different needs of people we

encounter every day, and encourage them in the

love of Christ.

I would also like to thank you for your generosity – and for 

continuing to remember the needs of the people we serve – in good

weather and bad, every day of the year.

With gratitude,

David L. Sherrard, Executive Director

Dawn Brought a Burden, but God Brought 

That morning in the garden was
the start of a unique day in
human history. The surprise 

of the crucifixion, and the rush of
the approaching Sabbath, meant that
Christ’s body had been hurriedly
wrapped and laid in the tomb.

So hearts of the women, making
their way to that tomb, were heavy
with the burden of the last few days.
Now with the dawn of a new day,
they were also burdened by the things

that had to be done. No one expected
that God had already completed 
the work – in a wonderfully miracu-
lous way.

For many of the people that the
Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley
serves, when dawn arrives, it brings
another day with a dreaded burden.
But here at the Mission, they can get
up in the morning and be surrounded
by people who share a real hope that
Christ provides through the trans-

A Message from

Rev. David L. SherrardC ontinue to pray for God to
bless us in our quest for a

new facility.
Continue to pray for

strength, permanent jobs and
safe housing for our Residents.

Continue to pray for strength,
peace and encouragement for
the Rescue Mission Staff.

Prayer Requests

T he Rescue Mission of
Mahoning Valley is holding

worship services on Sunday Morning
at 9:00 AM at our resident building,
962 Martin Luther King Blvd. All are
welcome. Also feel free to join us
for our morning devotions at our
resident building. The devotional
time is 8:10 AM and usually lasts
10 to 15 minutes.

Come Join Us! 

Come Visit Us! 

W hy not come and see where
your money goes? The

Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley
is your Mission, and we would love
for you to come and see it.  We are
available for tours of groups or
individuals anytime day or evening.
Call Liz Ray at (330) 744-5485 to
schedule a time and date.

We share
REAL HOPE!



My name is Shawna, and when
the economy dropped in
Houston, Texas, we pretty

much lost everything. So we decided to
come to Youngstown to start over. My
husband, LeRoy, grew up here in
Youngstown, so we knew about the
Mission. Then when things didn’t work
out the way we planned up here, we
ended up coming to the Mission.

The first thing we had
to do was find work, and
since we have three toddlers,
we decided I would stay
home with the kids, to
start with. Both of us have
college degrees, but we 
still have to start over 
from scratch.

The Mission has given
our family stability by putting a roof
over our heads. Coming from Texas, we
didn’t even have winter clothes for our
family. So by getting donated clothes
here, we were able to have a winter
wardrobe for everybody.

Now we are able to work on that
security deposit we need to find a place.

It’s a real blessing for the
Mission to be here. The staff
has just been very supportive
– with a real Godly perspec-
tive. And those people who

support the Mission are not just giving
help to people, they are giving to God
and to God’s work.

We know we plan to give back to
this Mission once we get back on our
feet – because we are so grateful for all
the help we have received.

Something Else 
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forming power of His resurrection.
That is the work that we see God

doing every day. We don’t make that
transformation happen. The weight of
the burden that many carry is too
much for us to roll away – but it is
never too much for God.

So we just go about our business
– filling an empty stomach, providing
a safe place to sleep, presenting the
Hope of the Resurrection. Then we
stand back and let God do His work.

That’s why for many
here at the Mission,
“Weeping may remain for
a night, but joy comes in
the morning.”(Ps. 30:5)

Thank you
for your continuing
support. Please
give again this
Easter season.

Both of Us 
Have College
Degrees...

“We didn’t 
even have 

winter clothes 
for our family.”

No one 
expected that 

God had already 
completed 
the work.

I f you haven’t already
done so, mark your
calendar for March 18,

2005 and plan to attend our
annual “Art Auction.” The
event will be held at the
Holiday Inn Metroplex. A
huge silent auction will begin
at 5:00 PM and conclude
promptly at 7:00 PM.

The live auction will
begin at 7:00 PM. This year’s
live auction will include
pieces from many local
artists as well as renowned
artists such as P. Buckley
Moss and Thomas Kinkade.
Several of last year’s local
restaurants, plus some new
ones, will be serving hors
d’oeuvres (don’t miss the
“chocolate fountain”).

All proceeds from this
event will go to support the
ministry of the Rescue
Mission of Mahoning Valley.
For further information or to
reserve a guest table, call Jim
Echement at (330) 744-5486
or call Linda Sherrard at
(330) 744-5485.

Annual 
Art Auction: 



Easter Meal TicketEaster Meal Ticket
YES, David, I’m giving a generous gift to help bring God’s healing,
restoration and hope to the Mission this Easter season. Here’s my gift of:

� Please bill my credit card: � VISA  � MC  � AMEX  � Discover

CARD TYPE EXP. DATE

ACCOUNT # 

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

E-MAIL

� $53.70 to provide 30 meals & other assistance
� $_____ to provide as many meals & care as possible

� $17.90 to provide 10 meals & other assistance
� $26.85 to provide 15 meals & other assistance

Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley
962 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
P.O. Box 430
Youngstown, OH 44501-0430

Please mail this completed form and return it with your donation, or you
can donate online at www.rescuemahoningvalley.org. Your gift is
tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt. Thank you.

NEEDS LIST
• New Bibles (KJV, or NKJV) to give
to our residents who are without one.

The Mission has several 
continuous needs that you will find listed
on our Web Site at:
www.rescuemahoningvalley.org.

Meet Karen and Frank Romandetti: Frank and 
Karen have been serving at the Rescue Mission 
of Mahoning Valley for 3 years. Karen is our

receptionist in our Resident Building at 962 Martin Luther
King Blvd. If you have been to our Resident Building lately,
then Karen has probably greeted you. Frank is a Client
Advisor in our Men’s Services Dept. Karen and Frank have
three children. Frank and Karen attend “Old North
Church,” and live in Boardman. They have been married 
for 31 years. Karen’s favorite scripture is John 3:16, “For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” Frank’s favorite scripture is Romans 8:28,
“And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according to
his purpose.” Frank and Karen are a real blessing to the
Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley and serve the Lord 
with joy and enthusiasm.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The purpose of the Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley 

is to serve and glorify God through Christ-centered 
outreach of love and compassion that responds to 

the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of
disadvantaged men, women and children without regard

to race, color or creed. �

Meet the Staff The Cross
Ayoung man was at the end of his rope, seeing no

way out, he dropped to his knees in prayer.
�Lord, I can�t go on,� he said.�I have too heavy a 
cross to bear.�
The Lord replied,�My son, if you can�t bear its weight,
just place your cross inside this room.
Then, open that other door and pick out any cross 
you wish.�
The man was filled with relief and said,�Thank you
Lord,� and he did as he was told.
Upon entering the other room, he saw many crosses;
some so large the tops were not visible. Then, he 
spotted a tiny cross leaning against a far wall.
�I�d like that one, Lord,� he whispered.
The Lord replied, �My son, that is the cross you just
brought in.�
When life�s problems seem overwhelming, it helps to
look around and see what other people are coping with.
You may consider yourself far more fortunate than 
you imagined.


