






My name is Debbie. I don’t 
have the words to express my 
thanks for what 

God is doing in my life 
at the Rescue Mission of 
Mahoning Valley. I was 
released from prison four- 
and-a-half years ago a�er 
doing two years behind 
bars. But when you’ve been 
incarcerated, it’s hard to �nd 
a job. It’s sure tough to try to 
make it on your own.
	 In the past my life was 
like a roller coaster. Up and 
down and �oating around. I 
was sexually abused when I 
was young and was treated 
with Prozac. Like many 
who’ve been abused, I was afraid to speak 
the truth about my experience. I’ve burned 
just about all my bridges with my family. I 
was a pothead for 16 years. When my kids 
were playing, I’d be smoking a joint. I was 
a wild woman: depressed and despairing of 
life itself. 

No Mission? I’d be back on the streets . . . 
or living in my car
	 I think you can see why the Rescue 
Mission of Mahoning Valley is such a 
godsend for me. If there were no Mission 
I’d be back on the streets, homeless. Or 
I’d be living in my car, watching my back, 
parked behind someone’s garage with 
my lights turned o� and freezing in the 
winter. But I’m not out there anymore. 
My daughter and I are safe at this place of 

rescue. We have food, counseling, clothing 
and an opportunity to start our lives over.

I no longer need pot 
to calm my nerves. God 
calms my troubled spirit. 
He soothes my mind with 
His word. I �nd peace in 
my heart when I pray to 
my heavenly Father. At this 
Christmas season I want to 
say a special thanks to you 
who donate your time and 
service to help people like 
my daughter and me. God 
bless you. Merry Christmas. 

From Prison to Praise . . .
one woman’s journey to �nd the light  

of Christ in a darkened world

Help us share the Christ of Christmas
	 During the coming holiday season we need your strong �nancial support 
more than ever before. As you can imagine, all our costs for operating the 
Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley are increasing many-fold. Food is more 
expensive. �e cost of utilities is on the increase. Sta� must be paid and 
services to the needy must continue. At the same time, growing numbers of 
needy folks continue to come to us for physical and spiritual help. Please help 
us help those who cannot help themselves.
	 To continue to respond generously to the physical and spiritual needs of 
so many, please use the remit slip in this newsletter and mail it to us today. 
We also encourage you to donate online at www.rescuemissionmv.org. 
�ank you for your friendship and loyal support of the Mission during the 
�anksgiving and Christmas holidays, and throughout the year. 3

�ank you for reaching out to my daughter 
and me. Your donations make all the 

di�erence in the world.

�e �nest Christmas gi� is not the one that costs the most money, but the one that carries the most love.

Winter 
Wonderland 

continued

Children (1 year to teens)

�r ��$�% �Q�M�B�Z�F�S�T �P�S  
MP3 players

�r �1�M�B�Z �4�U�B�U�J�P�O �(�B�N�F�T

�r �#�P�B�S�E �(�B�N�F�T

�r �'�P�P�U�C�B�M�M�T

�r �#�B�T�L�F�U�C�B�M�M�T

�r �3�F�N�P�U�F �$�P�O�U�S�P�M �7�F�I�J�D�M�F�T

�r �.�P�E�F�M �"�J�S�Q�M�B�O�F�T���$�B�S�T

�r �%�P�M�M�T

�r �%�P�M�M �$�M�P�U�I�F�T

�r �5�P�Z �$�B�S�T �B�O�E �5�S�V�D�L�T

�r �$�S�B�Z�P�O �4�F�U�T

�r ��$�I�S�J�T�U�J�B�O �#�P�P�L�T �B�O�E  
CDs / DVDs

�r �-�F�H�P �4�F�U�T

�r ��$�I�J�M�E�S�F�O���T �#�P�P�L�T  
and DVDs

�r ��"�O�J�N�B�U�F�E �.�P�W�J�F�T  
for Children

�r �4�U�V�G�G�F�E �"�O�J�N�B�M�T

“�I was a pothead for 
16 years. When my 
kids were playing, 
I’d be smoking a 
joint. I was a wild 
woman: depressed 
and despairing of 
life itself.”

“Your donations help 
us demonstrate God’s 

amazing grace to those 
who had given up  

all hope.”


