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Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley
PROCLAIM - PROMOTE - PROVIDE

From Our CEO

Dear Friends from Mahoning Valley and Beyond, 
 
We are so grateful for friends like you and are honored by the trust that you have placed in our ministry
for the past 127 years, especially during this past year – amongst the uncertainty of change. The Lord
has been so faithful and good to the Mission. 
 
The generosity of the Valley and beyond, has helped us further our outreach to people who are
homeless and hungry or struggling to overcome overwhelming challenges. Although our staff and
volunteers may be the ones physically serving the meals to people like Kevin and Melissa (who you'll
meet in this report), as a partner in our ministry, you are right there with us providing the clean sheets on
a bunk bed for the night.  As we enter a new season of ministry, we are excited to watch our new facility
being built. Lord-willing we will be relocated to the new mission by the end of Spring/ beginning of
Summer. We have been blessed.

Please know that you mean so much to me and our staff here
at the Rescue Mission, and on behalf of the individuals we 
serve, thank you again. If you have any questions about the 
ministry or the new facility, please reach out to me at  
330-744-5485.

In His Service, 

John Muckridge III
President/CEO

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them and
entrusting us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his

appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to 
 be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God". 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

 

John Muckridge III, CEO

January 2021
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Melissa's family was doing well. Her husband had
a wonderful job, their two children loved their
school, and over the years Melissa had worked
hard to make their rental house into a home. They
were happily settled. Life was good.

Then Melissa's husband was laid off and they were
evicted, forced to leave everything but their clothes
behind. "Our children lost their home, their friends
and their school. They lost everything. It broke my
heart," Melissa says, "We had nowhere to go". The
Mission was our only option. 

Through chapel services, Bible studies and the
encouragment of our loving staff, Melissa's family
has grown closer to the Lord and found the
strength to navigate this challenging time. "We try
to hear the word of God whenever possible and we
pray as a family," Melissa says. "We always want
to put God first".

Thanks to the blessing of your support, Melissa's
family has safe shelter, nutritious meals, emotional
support and the time they need to get back on their
feet as we work together to grow them out of
homelessness. "Before we came here, I was full of
despair, but now I'm filled with hope. The Mission
is a godsend".

The Big Picture

Are you the type of person who turns to the last chapter of a book to see how it ends before you even start
reading? Or the kind of person who wants the big reveal right away? Well we won't hold you in suspense in our
annual report for our grand totals for 2020. We are excited to share them in the infographic below! 

When we talk about the "big picture"  we recognize that there are literally hundreds of very real faces that make
up those digits. People like Melissa and her family were just a small handful of the average of 66 people that the
Mission hosted nightly. When you add up all of those precious people, you arrive at a very large number for our
total overnights - and this is all possible because of the grace of God and your faithfulness. Thanks for providing
24,098 overnights in 2020 and 60,657 meals in 2020! To God be the glory! 

Melissa's story
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Established in 1893, the Rescue Mission of
Mahoning Valley is truly a unique place. 

Devoted to proclaiming the Lord Jesus Christ and
committed to holding our clients accountable to
partner in their successful transition out of the
shelter, we operate solely on the generosity of our
community as we provide for those who can't
currently provide for themselves. 

Our current building was constructed in 1930 to
house an African-American YMCA. Although the
building has seen better days, God continues to
bless our ministries happening in the facility - even
through the COVID-19 pandemic.  

We anticipate relocating to our new building in the
late Spring / early Summer of 2021 and send a
tremendous thank you out to our friends in the
Mahoning Valley who have partnered with us in this
endeavour. (More on the Move Our Mission and
Supply Our Shelter campaigns later in this report.)

About the Mission

Even though we couldn't host our volunteers for most of the year inside our building due to social distancing
best practices, we felt your sustaining love and prayers. Thanks for your obedience to the Lord to give, pray
and support the Mission - even when you may have felt personally stretched. Because of your faithfulness and
the Lord's loving care, the Mission did not miss a single day of serving our clients during the COVID-19
pandemic and our doors never closed. We praise God for this and for each of you. 

2020 operating budget $2,043,000
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If you have ever visited the Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley or spent some time with any of our staff
or volunteers, you probably walked away realizing that the shelter is much more than the traditional homeless
shelter model of "3 hots and a cot". This works for many Missions. Their guests file in to eat a meal, get a
night of rest and then leave in the morning. The cycle repeats. This model is effective. But in Youngstown, at
the Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley, it's different.  

The Lord has called a team at the Mission - along with our donors and volunteers, who pray for and sustain
the ministry with their financial gifts and talents. These are people who truly have a passion for the Lord and
a deep desire to help our clients. The goal? To go beyond just providing a bed and meal for the night. They
assist every client who is willing to do their part to "grow out of homelessness".  

In 2020 we found that our current mission statement needed some updates. We looked for a simple way to
wrap some new words around what was already taking place in the ministry. The goal was to be able to
share in just a few moments what the Mission has been doing for decades and WHO the Mission is truly
about. 

So, we introduced the "3 P's" to our updated mission statement giving God the glory while more accurately
communicating what happens everyday within our walls. The Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley is here to
Procaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Promote accountablility among our guests so that they can grow
out of homelessness. And of course, the last "P" is for Provide. We are here to meet emergency shelter and
food needs. 

Why is the Mission here? 

By God's grace, the Rescue
Mission of the Mahoning Valley
exists to proclaim the Gospel of
Jesus Christ as we promote
accountability and provide food
and emergency shelter to men,
women and children
experiencing hunger and
homelessness.

(but still the
same mission)

4



As you know, these are not just numbers! Our programs revolve around people. Each one of the 429 different
men (10 of which were in our family services department), 227 women and 104 children who stayed at least one
night with us and participated in our programs are grateful. With your generosity, you have shared love and
healing that can repair hearts and restore lives. Your selfless support provides compassionate care, life skills
training, and nourishing meals,to those who turn to us. But more importantly, you help our clients who feel
broken discover God’s love. What a blessing to see them begin to feel whole and healthy again. There simply
aren’t enough words to express the life-changing impact your giving is making at the Mission. Thank you.

So, who makes up the 24,098 total nights of shelter
the Mission offered to homeless clients in 2020? 

Lots of unique individuals! Of all of those nights of
shelter, 3,942 of them were for children, 104 different
children to be exact! Also in that large number are 429
different men and 227 ladies. 

 

 Program Highlights

227 women
10 men
104 children

number of unique 
individuals sheltered 

in our Family 
Services Department

419 men were sheltered in 2020

Total Overnights = 24,098

The Mission helped
a total of 750
different individuals
last year and
offered to each of
them the
opportunity to
participate in our
programs! 

You'll also see in our infographic to the right more
important program stats involving our savings program,
Discipleship Academy and more! 
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Every client begins at the Mission in our Emergency Program, but what led each of
them to our doors, seldom is the same story.  Sometimes they have hit rock bottom
and spiraled so far that they don't recognize themselves. Other times, it is someone
who has just had a series of unfortunate events that left them without a place to live
or stay for a few nights. We've met recent widows who have had nowhere to turn.
We have opened the doors to single moms doing their best to raise their children 
and sometimes single dads in the same situation. Sometimes it is someone who has
been addicted and needs a fresh start. The Mission provides shelter for men (Men’s
Services) and also has beds for families, single women, single women with children
and single men with children (Family Services). We offer a place for someone in
crisis to receive nutritious meals, offer them a clean bed and opportunity to take a
deep breath. Our guests have the first seven days of their stay at the Mission to
assess where they are personally and work with our staff to create a plan to
transition out of the shelter or engage in our Workforce Assistance or Discipleship
Academy programs. 

Assistance (when available) with bus passes to seek work
Skill assistance in job search, financial & household management
Referrals to legal aid and other third-party agencies
Biblical counseling/case work

Workforce Assistance provides food & housing in our shelter as 
the client works to achieve his or her transition plan. 
The program provides basic services plus:

Participants in this program are subject to frequent accountability reviews by Mission
staff and are required to save at least 50% of their discretionary income in an
account administered by the Mission. One hundred percent of this money is returned
to the client when they are ready to move on from the Mission. Clients find it
rewarding to have saved money during their stay helping to make their transition
from the shelter a sustainable one.

The Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley's Discipleship
Academy is a comprehensive study program designed to
provide male and female adult clients with spiritual and
educational resources to obtain the knowledge needed to
successfully transition back into society and lead 
a productive Christ‐centered life. The 
Discipleship Academy consists of 3 cohesive 
curriculum segments: Biblical Essentials  (UP), 
Life Essentials (IN), and Service Essentials (OUT)

Mission Programs

Our Mission operates 24/7/365 and has since 1893.
Our doors  never close.

 

Biblical 
Essentials

Service 
Essentials

Life 
Essentials

Discipleship 
Academy 
Building 
Blocks
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100% of every

dollar donated 

to the Mission

stays local 

Every time we received a food donation and other
donated supplies, that is one less item purchased at
the Mission! It all adds up and helps to reduce our
bottom line! Thank you for donating! 

Total # of paper
towel rolls 
 purchased

1,540 

The Lord provides for the clients we serve by the faithful
giving that happens each year! We are truly blessed and
so thankful for partnerships with hundreds of individuals,
churches, businesses, groups and foundations! 

Numbers

2020 operating budget $2,043,000

Total value of 
"in-kind"
donations

Total pounds
of coffee

purchased

Total # of 
milk gallons
purchased

Total # of single
rolls of toilet paper  

purchased

Total # of
laundry pods
purchased

738

152

7,920

$220,050.52

2,664 
Cost: $ 1,237.16 Cost: $ 3,010.45 Cost: $ 1,237.16

Cost:$ 805.56

Cost: $ 1,566.12

1
"Shuttle to the
Shelter" group

tour of the Mission
(pre-COVID) 

1 4

Speaking
engagements

locally by Mission
Ambassador 

1 9

Scheduled tours of
the Mission by

Mission Ambassador
 (pre-COVID) 

5 8 6

Personal phone
calls to donors

during COVID-19

2 3

Visits to
 donors

(pre-COVID)

1 1

Fundriaisers 
hosted by our

donors

8 grants received totalling $39,000
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 Move Our Mission Capital Campaign

New 5.9 million dollar emergency homeless
shelter under construction in 2020 / 2021

TOTAL SQ FOOTAGE 

BEDS FOR MEN

BEDS FOR WOMEN/CHILDREN 

future 
home

current 
location

NUMBER OF SHOWER HEADS
  NUMBER OF TOILETS 

10

16 45

21

67 88

67

27,000 47,500

100

1300 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Youngstown, Ohio 44510 

more details at www.supplyOURshelter.org
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As many are aware, the current Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley shelter has been in our present
location on MLK Jr. Blvd in Youngstown since 1972. However, the building was constructed in 1930 and can
no longer adequately meet the needs of the people we serve. The costs to make the necessary repairs and
renovations in our building were prohibitive so we launched the now fully funded #moveOURmission
campaign (a 5.9 million dollar project to build a new shelter) 

We are excited to report that construction is underway! Thank you! Now we turn our attention to furnish the
new building and we need your help to raise 1.5 million dollars. Learn about the campaign to
#supplyOURshelter and partner with us as we help our Valley’s most needy men, women and children and
prepare to relocate soon! For information about naming opportunites, please reach out to our CEO, John
Muckridge at 330-744-5485. God bless.

Supply Our Shelter Capital Campaign

           www.supplyOURshelter.org

Supply Our Shelter Needs List

$1.5 
million

 Supply 
Our 

Shelter
GOAL

As of Jan 2021, just under $800,000 is left to
complete the Supply Our Shelter Campaign! 
To view videos about each of the items listed
above, please visit www.supplyourshelter.org.

COST: $6 ,975

COST: $15 ,065

REFURBISH
CURRENT BUNK BEDS 

Powder-Coat Each Bunk 
Includes Two Safety Rails

$426. 10COST: 

WARDROBES
COST: 
Secure Lock
Includes Adjustable Shelves,
Coat/Towel Hook & Clothes Bar

$1 ,454 .34

WASHER
INDUSTRIAL

DRYER
INDUSTRIAL

WASHER
&DRYER
STACKABLE

COST: $7 ,205

NEED 7

 

MATTRESS

BUNK BED

Includes Safety Rail
COST: $1 , 178 .55

Bed Bug Resistant
Tear-Proof

COST: $283.40

NEED 20

NEED 185 NEED 68

NEED 185 KITCHEN
EQUIPMENT
COST: $210 ,814 .22

NEED 1

NEED 1
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Please consider joining these 131 friends and set up your own automatic repeat giving to partner in the work
of Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley! Any gift amount and any schedule that works for you is a blessing to
the ministry! It's called our Exodus 17:12 Supporters Club because just like Aaron and Hur sustained Moses
in the book of Exodus, you sustain our clients and this ministry! We would love to tell you more about the
Mission. Reach out to our development department at 330-744-5485 or visit www.RescueMissionMV.org. 

Imagine our surprise when we learned 
that Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley 
had been awarded the Gold Readers'
Choice Award for 2020 in the category
of best non-profit organization. 

We are humbled, filled with gratitude 
for this honor and thankful to all of you 
and the Lord for providing for our clients! 

27

HAVE SET UP 
MONTHLY REPEAT GIVING AT

WWW.RESCUEMISSIONMV.ORG

1 3 1
D O N O R S

If you ask someone from the Valley to tell you about
a "Skyscraper cone" you'll soon hear stories of trips
to Isaly's to spend a nickle on this legendary treat. 

Well, the Mission may not be able to provide
anything for just a nickle these days, but your
generous donations still go really far to care for
homeless neighbors. 

Just $2.17 provides one person a meal (and
sometimes we have ice cream for dessert!) 

Goal
       to reach 200 

Exodus 17:12 monthly partners! 

Thanks for giving! 

Ready to be # 132?

Do you remember these values back 
in the day in Youngstown?

5
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CEO

Finance Department 

Development Department

Family Services

Men's Services

Support Services

# Full Time    # Part Time

1

3

2

8

6
6

-

-

3

-

6
-

            Lynn Wyant   (8)

Staff Leadership
John Muckridge III  (11)

President/ CEO

            Nora Byers (10)

            Terry Weyand  (6)

            Donna Wells   (3)

Chief Development Officer

Chief Family Services Officer 

Chief Men's Program Officer

Chief Finance Officer

Board of Directors
Board President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Ron Cohen (1)

 Doug Gough (5)

Marisa Volpini (2)

Bob Dickerson (4)

Rich Morrow (9)

Member

Member
John Muckridge III  (11)
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Staff longest tenure – 22 years; second longest – 19 years
7 of our staff members have been with the Mission 10 years or longer 
3 staff members were hired in 2020    
Of 37 employees, there are 21 churches represented

By God's grace, the Rescue Mission of the Mahoning Valley exists to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ as we promote accountability and provide food and emergency shelter to men, women and
children experiencing hunger and homelessness.
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 Leadership

MEET OUR CEO
CLICK HERE TO

& OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM

JOHN MUCKRIDGE III, CEO/PRESIDENT
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Before we leave you with Kevin's story, on behalf of the entire team at the Rescue Mission of Mahoning
Valley in Youngstown I just want to again thank you for your care, love and concern for the people that
together we served in 2020. What a blessing to work in the name of Jesus and it is a privilege to labor
alongside such compassionate and faithful friends in this Valley! Thank you all. 

His Servant
 
 

John Muckridge III
President/CEO

Final Thought

When Kevin was just a boy, he saw horrific things no child should
ever see. "I grew up in a crazy neighborhood. I saw a lot of death,
violence, and people strung out on drugs," he says. 

Those images filled him with fear, anger, and sadness, and when
he was 15, he began numbing his pain with drugs and alcohol. It
was the beginning of a 20-year struggle with addiction that
eventually cost him his job and left him homeless.

He turned to our Emergency Shelter for food and a place to sleep,
planning to leave as soon as he found work. But God had other
plans. 

"It was a harsh winter and I wanted to be inside as much as
possible, so I went to chapel", he says. "I was an atheist but
when I heard the preaching, it made a lot of sense." 

It was then Kevin entered our Discipleship Academy, where
continued chapel attendance and Bible studies led him to a
relationship with Jesus. "I came to faith in Christ and was
baptized" he says. "Now I go to church every Sunday and I've
learned so much about the Bible."

Kevin's newfound faith and our Christian counselors have helped
him heal from the painful memories he'd carried for so long. "I was
able to let it all go and give it to God," he says. 

He's now graduated from the Discipleship Academy, has a job in
the Mission's kitchen and has moved out of the Shelter. He's
looking forward to leading a productive life, growing in his faith
and leaning on the Lord. 

Kevin's Story
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www.RescueMissionMV.org/get-involved/daf

www.RescueMissionMV.org/get-involved/other-ways-to-giveOther Ways To Give

Donor Advised Fund Gift Information

Helpful Links

Volunteer www.RescueMissionMV.org/get-involved/volunteer

Set-up Repeat Giving www.RescueMissionMV.org/give-monthly

Make a One-Time Gift www.RescueMissionMV.org/donate

Follow us

Subscribe

Capital Campaign Gifts www.SupplyOurShelter.org

Ways to Give

Text Text the word "donate" to 330.648.0100

Online www.RescueMissionMV.org

By Mail P.O. Box 430
Youngstown, Ohio 44501

Tax ID 34-6006424

Website www.RescueMissionMV.org

330.744.5485Phone

Email 2ndchance@RescueMissionMV.org

Contact Us

www.RescueMissionMV/get-emailsEmail

Mailings call 330.744.5485 to be placed on the list or write to us

www.facebook.com/RescueMissionMV

www.instagram.com/RescueMissionMV

www.twitter.com/RescueMissionMV
Instagram

Twitter
FaceBook
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(current address)
962 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd

PO Box 430
Youngstown, Ohio 44510

published January 2021
  Data: FY 2020 (10-1-19 to 9-30-20) 

(future address)
1300 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd

PO Box 430
Youngstown, Ohio 44510

24 / 7 / 365 
Since 1893, Partnering With Our Valley

And Joyfully Serving
Homeless, Hungry & Thirsty People.

 
Always in Jesus' Name

Rescue Mission of Mahoning Valley


